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Our Mission:
To provide a safe and comfortable place for those in homelessness in
Athens, Georgia, as they navigate the path towards sustainable housing.
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Bigger Vision Highlight:
Vaccination Efforts
This past August, Bigger Vision ramped up efforts to increase the
vaccination rate among the individuals experiencing homelessness in
Athens-Clarke County. This decision was made, in large part, as a
response to the number of times in which Bigger Vision was temporarily
shut down due to positive cases of COVID-19 among guests and staff
members. Since the start of the pandemic, Bigger Vision has had to
temporarily cease operations on three separate occasions, amounting to
roughly six weeks of closure time wherein guests were unable to access
services. Through a renewed effort with our community partners, Bigger
Vision was able to host two vaccination events during the past month,
helping to provide increased access to free COVID-19 vaccines for those
that are willing and interested in being vaccinated. In addition, these
clinics provided free HIV testing, hot food, basic supplies, and access to
knowledgeable healthcare providers to help answer any lingering health

questions.
In the short period since Bigger Vision made the choice to mandate
vaccinations for individuals accessing our services, there has been a
positive response among the vast majority of guests and volunteers.
During the first week of reopening, only a small number of vaccinated
guests utilized the available services. By the end of the second week,
Bigger Vision was back to full capacity (still capped at 24) each night,
providing housing, basic necessities, and food services to individuals in
need. Bigger Vision will continue to explore new avenues for increasing
the vaccination rate among individuals experiencing homelessness in an
effort to protect the population that we serve, as well as the community
at large.
Thank you to Advantage Behavioral Health Systems, the Clarke County
Health Department, and all of the groups and individuals that helped
make these events possible!

Donor Spotlight of the Month:
This month, Bigger Vision would like to highlight two of the groups that
generously donated their time to help improve our facility, both inside and
out. On August 20th, Bigger Vision was lucky enough to be joined by
volunteers from Creature Comforts, who spent the morning and afternoon
scrubbing the exterior of the shelter, including the windows and walkways
that wrap around the building. In addition, the volunteers from Creature
Comforts were so driven to be of service that they gave the Bigger Vision
van a much needed washing! Other volunteers and guests immediately
took notice of the hard work that was accomplished, and we are so
grateful to have had the opportunity to host such a determined and
hardworking group. THANK YOU Creature Comforts for everything you've
done and continue to do for Bigger Vision, as well as other nonprofit
groups in Athens-Clarke County.

For the second highlight of the month, Bigger Vision would like to express
our gratitude and thanks to the volunteers from Grace Fellowship Church,
located in Bogart. On August 28th, volunteers from Grace Fellowship
dedicated their Saturday morning and afternoon to repainting the sleeping
quarters here at Bigger Vision. Not only did Grace Fellowship dedicate
their time, they purchased all of the necessary materials needed to get
the job done! In addition to the recent volunteer day, Grace Fellowship
has brought meals to feed guests in the evening time at Bigger Vision for a
number of years, helping to provide critical basic necessities to those in
need. THANK YOU to Grace Fellowship for everything you have done for
Bigger Vision, we are so grateful!

Volunteer Opportunities:
Bigger Vision reintroduced volunteering opportunities when the shelter
resumed operation on August 15th. The Meal Provider and Evening
Volunteer roles have returned with the same COVID-19 precautions that
were in place prior to the most recent temporary closure. Individuals that
are interested in being an Evening Volunteer are encouraged to sign up
early in advance, as openings fill up quickly once posted. Sign up to
become a:
Meal Provider Volunteer
In a group or individually, plan & prepare, or purchase a meal for a
minimum of 40 guests.
Deliver & drop off the meal at Bigger Vision between 5:00-5:30pm.
Usually, we would ask volunteers to serve the meal to the guests but
due to COVID-19 we ask that they only drop off the meal.
Morning Volunteer*
Answering the phone
Answering the questions of guests that ring the doorbell

Filing
Project Research
Evening Volunteer
Assisting staff with guest check-ins
Assisting guests with minor issues
Help facilitate smooth dinner process
Build relationships with guests through conversations and games
Provide encouragement and offer advice when requested
SPECIAL NOTICE: Bigger Vision is in need of Meal Provider Volunteers to
fill over 20 empty slots during the month of October. If you or anyone
you know is interested in providing meals to our guests one evening,
please click the "Learn More" button below to sign up now.
Learn More
*The ideal volunteer for the mornings will have recurring availability on select days during the week. Please
contact us directly to learn more and sign up.

Opportunities for Financial Donations:
Bed Sponsorship Program: While any donation is greatly appreciated, we
have a goal of raising enough money to sponsor all of the beds for the
guests of our overnight stay program. One night’s stay includes two meals,
a shower/laundry, and any basic necessities a guest may need. Please
email Director@BiggerVisionOfAthens.org or go to our website if you are
interested in donating to one of our three commitment tiers:

Bronze Bed
Silver Bed
Sponsorship:
Sponsorship:
$20/Monthly
$250/Monthly
Commitment
Commitment
Contributions are
Contributions are
recognized with:
recognized with:
Standard magnet with
Custom magnet with
chosen name on bed & chosen name, a photo
recognition on the
op with you/your
Bigger Vision of Athens group, & recognition on
website & social media
the Bigger Vision of
*1 bed for 1 night each month*
Athens website & social
media

Gold Bed Sponsorship:
$500/Monthly
Commitment
Contributions are
recognized with:
Stand-alone custom
magnet with chosen
name & logo on bed, a
photo-op with you/your
group, &
recognition on the
Bigger Vision of Athens
website & social media

*1 bed for 182 nights each year*

PayPal — Using PayPal, you will be
able to contribute as a one time
donation, or as a monthly
contribution to the Bed Sponsorship
program through the link on our
website.

*1 bed for 365 nights each year*

Check — If your check represents a
Bed Sponsorship, please indicate so
in the memo line. Either drop them
off in-person M-F between 9am4pm, or mail it to:
The Bigger Vision of Athens, Inc.,
P.O. Box 8022, Athens, GA 30603

Other Opportunities: If the bed sponsorship program isn’t right for you,
we appreciate one-time donations as well through the avenues listed
above. In addition, we provide the option for you to donate while also
shopping online or for your groceries:
Amazon Smile — When using
Smile.Amazon.com (instead of
Amazon.com), a percentage of
every purchase you make will be
donated to Bigger Vision of Athens
if you select our organization.

Kroger Plus — Activate Kroger
Community Rewards to donate a
percentage of every purchase you
make using your Kroger Plus card to
BVOA if you select our organization.

Creative Ways to Donate: Here are some fun ways to get your network
involved in your support of Bigger Vision!

COOKIN' WITH FRIENDS
GIFT CARDS
Do you have old gift cards Want to be a Meal Provider
but don't have the
hanging around that you
resources to do it solo?
don't plan on using? Donate
them to Bigger Vision and Get a few friends together
to share the costs and
we will put them to good
make it a fun night in the
use!
kitchen!

WORK FUNDRAISER
Interested in helping
fundraise for Bigger Vision?
Check in with your
employer and see if they
would be interested in
becoming a sponsor!

Opportunities for Item Donations:
Amazon Registry: Our supply of
items fluctuates, so we keep a list
of items we currently need on
Amazon.

This month’s highest needs:
Blankets
Disposable Water Bottles
Assorted Snacks
Fresh Socks
Fresh Underwear
PONCHOS

Walmart Registry for Good — Visit our Walmart registry to see more items
the shelter is in need of, including gift cards that can be used for future
purchases!

COVID-19 Shelter Updates:
Beginning August 15th, Bigger Vision began
requiring guests to show proof of vaccination
before being given access to services,
including laundry, shower, and shelter
services. Guests that do not have proof of
vaccination are still able to ring the doorbell
to inquire about basic necessities, but they
are asked to put on a mask before conversing
with staff members. Guests that are not
vaccinated but are interested in doing so can
be given assistance in locating the nearest
vaccination site.
In response to the COVID-19 crisis, we
modified our services to better serve those
experiencing homelessness in our community
including:
In line with the most recent CDC
approved COVID-19 protocol regarding
emergency shelters, we have capped our
bed capacity at 24 (a reduction from our
usual 34 guests, but up from the 17
we’ve been able to serve) to allow for
appropriate distancing.
Offering a limited number of to-go
dinners each day.
Offering afternoon showers & laundry
from 1:00pm to 4:00pm Thursday-Sunday
by appointment.
Guests are having their temperature
checked, are asked to sanitize their
hands & are required to wear a mask.
In the case of exposure to the virus, we
will close the shelter until we deem it
safe to return.

Words from the
Director
"With the help of our
community partners,
Bigger Vision helped
make great progress
towards improving the
vaccination rate among
guests and other
individuals that we serve."

Steven Mason
Executive Director

Upcoming Events
Stay tuned for events
later this year!

FAQ:
Are volunteers required to show proof of vaccination?
No, volunteers are not required to show proof of vaccination before
being given access to any of Bigger Vision's volunteer opportunities.
All guests, volunteers and staff are required to wear masks indoors,
regardless of vaccination status, per Athens-Clarke County
guidelines.
Is Bigger Vision offering any group volunteering opportunities?
Yes, on a limited basis. If you are part of a group that is interested in
doing a service day with Bigger Vision, please contact us to learn
more about the process.
How do I stay caught up on the most recent news about Bigger Vision?
To stay updated on the most recent news, including updates

regarding COVID-19, future events, or volunteer opportunities, make
sure to like and follow our Facebook page!
Connect with us

Bigger Vision of Athens, Inc. | 706-340-6062 | Volunteer | Website



