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Bigger Vision Highlights:
Common Room Soft Reopening
After much deliberation between Bigger Vision's staff, board of directors,
volunteers, and guests, Bigger Vision has recently decided to reopen the
common area for up to ten individuals at a time! Guests will be able to
take advantage of the various activities that Bigger Vision provides,
including board games, playing cards, activity books, and more. In
addition, guests will be given more opportunities to interact with Evening
Volunteers, helping to provide a mutually beneficial experience to both
our guests and our volunteers. All guests and volunteers that choose to
take part in using the common area will be required to follow COVID-19
safety guidelines as outlined by the CDC, including remaining six feet
apart and wearing a mask at all times. Once guests retire to the sleeping
quarters, volunteers will assist staff in sanitizing the common space, as
well as any activities used by guests that evening. We're excited to be
able to slowly and safely reintroduce more opportunities for our guests
and volunteers!
Students from the School of Social Work
Bigger Vision was recently lucky enough to add three students from the
University of Georgia School of Social Work to our team! All three of these

students are studying to earn their Master of Social Work degrees, and are
using this opportunity to further their studies in the field. While working
with Bigger Vision, these students will help facilitate the guest check-in
process, make notes on the status of new and returning guests, and help
provide staff members with recommendations for how to further improve
our services so that we are able to provide the best care possible.
Additionally, these students will be given time to speak one-on-one with
guests who are interested in discussing their personal experience's with
homelessness in a safe space with no judgement or expectations. We're so
excited to see what Samantha Clay, Rachel Parker, and Michaela
McElroy accomplish this semester!
Paw Print Agency
In addition to the students from the School of Social Work, Bigger Vision
has recently begun working with a student run advertising and public
relations group from the University of Georgia called the Paw Print
Agency! Over the course of the next two semesters, the Paw Print Agency
will work with Bigger Vision to help make improvements on our website,
social media, and overall community outreach. We can't wait to see what
fun, new, and innovating ideas this group of talent young students come
up with!

(Lucy Laughbaum, Allison Thiel, Bree Powell, Morgan Pietri) Not pictured: Alex Drahos

Volunteer Testimonials:
Over the next few months, Bigger Vision will be working to develop new
and updated videos that will serve as promotional and educational
material regarding the work that the organization does with the
community, as well as information on the broader population that is
experiencing homelessness in Athens-Clarke County and surrounding areas.

As part of this initiative, Bigger Vision would like to hear from our
volunteers about their experiences, whether it be through meal
preparation, volunteering in the evening time, or coming with a group and
tackling big projects as a team! If you're interested in sharing some of your
thoughts, please click on the button below so that we can learn more.
Leave A Testimonial
PLEASE NOTE: TESTIMONIALS RECEIVED MAY BE USED IN FUTURE PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

Donor Spotlight of the Month:
This month, Bigger Vision would like to highlight the generosity and hard
work provided by the volunteers from Prince Avenue Baptist Church! As
part of their Prince Cares initiative, Price Avenue is completing seventeen
different projects with area groups during the month of October. While at
Bigger Vision, volunteers from PABC worked to improve the landscaping in
the front and side areas of our outdoor space. This work included the
planting of new flowers, shrubs, and trees, applying fresh topsoil,
trimming the grassy areas, spreading fresh mulch, and more!

In a show of genuine kindness, Prince Avenue not only worked to help
improve our outdoor space, but provided all of the necessary materials to
ensure that the job was completed. Thank you so much to Prince Avenue
Baptist Church, and all of the volunteers that came out to make this such
a special day. Bigger Vision is so grateful for your support!

Volunteer Opportunities:
Bigger Vision recently increased the number of available Evening Volunteer
slots to three individuals! Both the Meal Provider and Evening Volunteer
roles are still being performed with the same precautions that have been
in place during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Individuals that are
interested in being an Evening Volunteer are encouraged to sign up early
in advance, as openings fill up quickly once posted. Sign up to become a:
Meal Provider Volunteer
In a group or individually, plan & prepare, or purchase a meal for a
minimum of 40 guests.
Deliver & drop off the meal at Bigger Vision between 5:00-5:30pm.
Usually, we would ask volunteers to serve the meal to the guests but
due to COVID-19 we ask that they only drop off the meal.
Evening Volunteer
Assisting staff with guest check-ins
Assisting guests with minor issues
Help facilitate smooth dinner process
Build relationships with guests through conversations and games
Provide encouragement and offer advice when requested
Questions?

Please don't hesitate to reach out for assistance! We are always available to help
with the volunteer sign-up process. To contact us via email, please send your
questions to fundraising.biggervision@gmail.com. To reach us by phone, dial the
shelter number at 706-340-6062 and hit extension 3.
Learn More

Opportunities for Financial Donations:
Bed Sponsorship Program: While any donation is greatly appreciated, we
have a goal of raising enough money to sponsor all of the beds for the
guests of our overnight stay program. One night’s stay includes two meals,
a shower/laundry, and any basic necessities a guest may need. Please
email Director@BiggerVisionOfAthens.org or go to our website if you are

interested in donating to one of our three commitment tiers:

Bronze Bed
Silver Bed
Sponsorship:
Sponsorship:
$20/Monthly
$250/Monthly
Commitment
Commitment
Contributions are
Contributions are
recognized with:
recognized with:
Standard magnet with
Custom magnet with
chosen name on bed & chosen name, a photo
recognition on the
op with you/your
Bigger Vision of Athens group, & recognition on
website & social media
the Bigger Vision of
*1 bed for 1 night each month*
Athens website & social
media
*1 bed for 182 nights each year*

PayPal — Using PayPal, you will be
able to contribute as a one time
donation, or as a monthly
contribution to the Bed Sponsorship
program through the link on our
website.

Gold Bed Sponsorship:
$500/Monthly
Commitment
Contributions are
recognized with:
Stand-alone custom
magnet with chosen
name & logo on bed, a
photo-op with you/your
group, &
recognition on the
Bigger Vision of Athens
website & social media
*1 bed for 365 nights each year*

Check — If your check represents a
Bed Sponsorship, please indicate so
in the memo line. Either drop them
off in-person M-F between 9am4pm, or mail it to:
The Bigger Vision of Athens, Inc.,
P.O. Box 8022, Athens, GA 30603

Venmo:
We have exciting news! Bigger
Vision of Athens has recently
acquired a Venmo account. If you
are interested in donating to Bigger
Vision through this service, you can
find our organization by searching
@biggervisionofathens or scanning
the QR code provided.

Other Opportunities: If the bed sponsorship program isn’t right for you,
we appreciate one-time donations as well through the avenues listed
above. In addition, we provide the option for you to donate while also
shopping online or for your groceries:
Amazon Smile — When using
Smile.Amazon.com (instead of

Kroger Plus — Activate Kroger
Community Rewards to donate a

Amazon.com), a percentage of
every purchase you make will be
donated to Bigger Vision of Athens
if you select our organization.

percentage of every purchase you
make using your Kroger Plus card to
BVOA if you select our organization.

Creative Ways to Donate: Here are some fun ways to get your network
involved in your support of Bigger Vision!

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS
Are you interested in
donating to charitable
organizations through a
Donor Advised Fund?
Select Bigger Vision as
your charity of choice to
receive donations this
upcoming year!

VEHICLE DONATIONS
Do you have a vehicle that
you no longer want or
need? Donate it to Bigger
Vision! We will accept any
vehicle including cars,
boats, motorcycles, RV's
and more!

HALLOWEEN COSTUME
CONTEST
Help support our guests
this spooky season by
setting up a donation drive
in honor of Bigger Vision!
Have contestants submit a
small fee before entering,
and donate the proceeds!

Opportunities for Item Donations:
Amazon Registry: Our supply of
items fluctuates, so we keep a list
of items we currently need on
Amazon.

This month’s highest needs:
Blankets
Ponchos
Glade PlugIn Scented Oil
Refills
Disposable Water Bottles
Assorted Snacks
Fresh Socks
Fresh Underwear

Walmart Registry for Good — Visit our Walmart registry to see more items
the shelter is in need of, including gift cards that can be used for future
purchases!

COVID-19 Shelter Updates:
Beginning August 15th, Bigger Vision began
requiring guests to show proof of vaccination
before being given access to services,
including laundry, shower, and shelter
services. Guests that do not have proof of
vaccination are still able to ring the doorbell
to inquire about basic necessities, but they
are asked to put on a mask before conversing
with staff members. Guests that are not
vaccinated but are interested in doing so can
be given assistance in locating the nearest

Words from the
Director
"Bigger Vision is very
excited to continue
working with student
groups as well as our
community partners to
help further improve our
community"

Steven Mason
Executive Director

vaccination site. Upon careful consideration
of the positive outcomes we have seen
regarding the number of guests who have
chosen to be vaccinated, Bigger Vision
increased the number of available beds from
24 to 30 on September 9th, 2021.

Upcoming Events
Stay tuned for events
later this year!

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, we
modified our services to better serve those
experiencing homelessness in our community
including:
In line with the most recent CDC
approved COVID-19 protocol regarding
emergency shelters, we have capped our
bed capacity at 30 (a reduction from our
usual 34 guests, but up from the 24
we’ve been able to serve) to allow for
appropriate safety measures to take
place.
Offering a limited number of to-go
dinners each day.
Offering afternoon showers & laundry
from 1:00pm to 4:00pm Thursday-Sunday
by appointment.
Guests are having their temperature
checked, are asked to sanitize their
hands & are required to wear a mask.
In the case of exposure to the virus, we
will close the shelter until we deem it
safe to return.

FAQ:
Are volunteers able to serve dinner directly to guests again?
Unfortunately, we are still unable to allow for volunteers and guests
to all safely congregate within the dinner area while still being able
to properly follow the measures we have put in place to keep
everyone safe and healthy. We know how important serving dinner
and interacting directly with guests is to our volunteers, and we
hope to be able to provide this experience again in the near future.
Is Bigger Vision offering any group enrichment opportunities?
Yes! If you are part of a group that is interested in providing an
enriching experience to some of our guests please reach out! Some
examples of previous opportunities include:
Spiritual Enrichment
Educational Talks (taxes, healthy eating, access to social
services, etc.)
Group Art Classes
How do I stay caught up on the most recent news about Bigger Vision?
To stay updated on the most recent news, including updates
regarding COVID-19, future events, or volunteer opportunities, make
sure to like and follow our Facebook page!

Connect with us

Bigger Vision of Athens, Inc. | 706-340-6062 | Volunteer | Website



