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Bigger Vision Highlights:
What a great start to the year! After working through a January filled with
some whacky and chilly weather, Bigger Vision is looking forward to
getting the ball rolling with the First Step encampment and start providing
services to camp residents. Bigger Vision will be working with First Step to
provide shower and laundry services during a structured time frame, seven
days a week. Camp residents will be transported to and from the shelter
by First Step staff members, who will also remain on site while services
are ongoing to help assist camp residents with any potential questions or
concerns while here at the shelter. Guests of Bigger Vision will still be
able to access these same services while present in our facility during
operating hours, ensuring there is no disruption in services for those who
choose not to reside at the campsite. The coordination between First Step
and Bigger Vision will primarily be coordinated by George Creamer, Bigger
Vision's new Encampment Coordinator. If you have any questions about
Bigger Vision's role with the encampment, or would like to learn more
about ways that you can get involved, please reach out to George at
encampment.biggervision@gmail.com, or call the shelter at (706)-3406062.

George Creamer

Bigger Vision of
Athens
Encampment
Coordinator

Donor Spotlight of the Month:
This month, we would like to put a spotlight on all of the hard work that
Dr. Suzanne Lester, Patrick Reilly, the Clarke County Health Department,
and students from the AU/UGA Medical Partnership do while donating
their time for individuals experiencing homelessness in Athens-Clarke
County. This group works tirelessly to help provide critical services to a
large number of people who would otherwise have little to no access to
these types of medical services. By routinely moving around various
locations in the county, these extraordinary volunteers are able to provide
free HIV testing, HIV prevention medication, vaccinations, medicine
management, full primary care for anyone that is uninsured, and much
more at no cost to the patient. Through a partnership with Piedmont
Athens Regional,
Dr. Lester and her students are able to provide linkages for care that help
ensure patients are able to continue receiving the treatment that they
require to remain happy, healthy, and safe.

AU/UGA Medical Students, Dr. Suzanne Lester, and Patrick Reilly
1/19/2022
The services that this incredible group of hard working students and
professionals is able to provide have the potential to offer life changing
aid and assistance. Through their hard work, countless individuals have
been given access to the proper care and expertise that all human beings
should be afforded. We're so grateful to be able to help in any way that
we can, big or small. Thank you so much for everything that you do!

Dr. Lester, Patrick Reilly, and the Clarke County Health Department
11/3/2021

Givebutter:
We have some exciting news to share! Bigger
Vision has recently updated the fundraising portal
on our website from PayPal to Givebutter to better
accommodate our donors! Givebutter will provide
a greater number of potential donation options for
donors to choose from, as well as provide the
option to designate a donation towards a specific
fund or program. Similar to the PayPal portal,
Givebutter also allows donors the option to provide donations on a onetime or recurring basis. Current donors who have set up recurring
donations through PayPal will be unaffected by this change, but will now
have the opportunity to set up recurring donations through a different
payment platform if desired. If you have any questions about this new
fundraising platform, or would like help completing a donation, please
reach out to fundraising.biggervision@gmail.com for assistance.

Volunteer Opportunities:
Bigger Vision recently increased the number of available Evening Volunteer
slots to three individuals! Both the Meal Provider and Evening Volunteer
roles are still being performed with the same precautions that have been
in place during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Individuals that are
interested in being an Evening Volunteer are encouraged to sign up early
in advance, as openings fill up quickly once posted. Sign up to become a:
Meal Provider Volunteer
In a group or individually, plan & prepare, or purchase a meal for a
minimum of 40 guests.
Deliver & drop off the meal at Bigger Vision between 5:00-5:30pm.
Usually, we would ask volunteers to serve the meal to the guests but
due to COVID-19 we ask that they only drop off the meal.
OPEN FEBRUARY DATES FOR MEAL PROVIDER VOLUNTEER
February 15th
February 16th

February 18th
February 20th
February 25th
Evening Volunteer
Assisting staff with guest check-ins
Assisting guests with minor issues
Help facilitate smooth dinner process
Build relationships with guests through conversations and games
Provide encouragement and offer advice when requested
Evening Sessions
Provide an enriching experience for up to ten individuals that can
cover any number of topics including, but not limited to:
Financial Literacy
Health/Wellness
Coping Strategies
Religious Groups
Local Services
To sign up for an evening session, please reach out to our director, Steven
Mason, at director@biggervisionofathens.org.
Questions?
Please don't hesitate to reach out for assistance! We are always available
to help with the volunteer sign-up process. To contact us via email, please
send your questions to fundraising.biggervision@gmail.com. To reach us by
phone, dial the shelter number at 706-340-6062 and hit extension 3.
Learn More

Opportunities for Financial Donations:
Bed Sponsorship Program: While any donation is greatly appreciated, we
have a goal of raising enough money to sponsor all of the beds for the
guests of our overnight stay program. One night’s stay includes two meals,
a shower/laundry, and any basic necessities a guest may need. Please
email Director@BiggerVisionOfAthens.org or go to our website if you are
interested in donating to one of our three commitment tiers:

Bronze Bed
Sponsorship:
$20/Monthly

Silver Bed
Sponsorship:
$250/Monthly

Gold Bed Sponsorship:
$500/Monthly
Commitment

Commitment
Commitment
Contributions are
Contributions are
recognized with:
recognized with:
Standard magnet with
Custom magnet with
chosen name on bed & chosen name, a photo
recognition on the
op with you/your
Bigger Vision of Athens group, & recognition on
website & social media
the Bigger Vision of
*1 bed for 1 night each month*
Athens website & social
media
*1 bed for 182 nights each year*

Contributions are
recognized with:
Stand-alone custom
magnet with chosen
name & logo on bed, a
photo-op with you/your
group, &
recognition on the
Bigger Vision of Athens
website & social media
*1 bed for 365 nights each year*

Givebutter — Using Givebutter, you will be able to
contribute as a one time donation, or as a monthly
contribution to the Bed Sponsorship program
through the portal on our website or by scanning
the QR code provided.

Check — If your check represents a Bed Sponsorship, please indicate so in
the memo line. Either drop them off in-person M-F between 9am-4pm, or
mail it to:
The Bigger Vision of Athens, Inc.,
P.O. Box 8022, Athens, GA 30603
Other Opportunities: If the bed sponsorship program isn’t right for you,
we appreciate one-time donations as well through the avenues listed
above. In addition, we provide the option for you to donate while also
shopping online or for your groceries:
Amazon Smile — When using
Smile.Amazon.com (instead of
Amazon.com), a percentage of
every purchase you make will be
donated to Bigger Vision of Athens
if you select our organization.

Kroger Plus — Activate Kroger
Community Rewards to donate a
percentage of every purchase you
make using your Kroger Plus card to
BVOA if you select our organization.

Creative Ways to Donate: Here are some fun ways to get your network
involved in your support of Bigger Vision!

Valentine's Day
Donation
Skip the flowers this
year! What could be
more romantic than
making a donation in

Super Donation Bowl
Do you plan on having a
Super Bowl party this
year? Ask friends to
bring a donated item
that can be dropped off

Provide a Meal
Are you a master chef
that loves to feed
others? Show off your
skills by signing up to
feed our guests this

honor of your partner
or loved on?

at Bigger Vision!

month!

Opportunities for Item Donations:
Amazon Registry: Our supply of
items fluctuates, so we keep a list
of items we currently need on
Amazon.
Walmart Registry for Good — Visit
our Walmart registry to see more
items the shelter is in need of,
including gift cards that can be
used for future purchases!

This month’s highest needs:

HAND WARMERS
GLOVES
NEW MENS/WOMENS
UNDERWEAR
NEW SOCKS
Ponchos
Assorted Snacks
Disposable Water Bottles

COVID-19 Shelter Updates:
Beginning August 15th, Bigger Vision began
requiring guests to show proof of vaccination
before being given access to services,
including laundry, shower, and shelter
services. Guests that do not have proof of
vaccination are still able to ring the doorbell
to inquire about basic necessities, but they
are asked to put on a mask before conversing
with staff members. Guests that are not
vaccinated but are interested in doing so can
be given assistance in locating the nearest
vaccination site. Upon careful consideration of
the positive outcomes we have seen regarding
the number of guests who have chosen to be
vaccinated, Bigger Vision increased the
number of available beds from 24 to 30 on
September 9th, 2021. Up to ten guests at a
time are now permitted to use the common
space for games and other recreational
activities so long as proper distancing can still
occur.
In response to the COVID-19 crisis, we
modified our services to better serve those
experiencing homelessness in our community
including:
In line with the most recent CDC
approved COVID-19 protocol regarding
emergency shelters, we have capped our
bed capacity at 30 (a reduction from our
usual 34 guests, but up from the 24
we’ve been able to serve) to allow for
appropriate safety measures to take

Words from the
Director
"We're very excited
for the campsite to
open in a few weeks,
and we have full
confidence that
George will be able
handle any potential
hiccups that we come
across."
 teven Mason
S
Executive Director

Upcoming Events
February 12th
Street Love Ministries
Giveaway Event

place.
Offering a limited number of to-go
dinners each day.
Offering afternoon showers & laundry
from 1:00pm to 4:00pm Thursday-Sunday
by appointment.
Guests are having their temperature
checked, are asked to sanitize their
hands & are required to wear a mask.
In the case of exposure to the virus, we
will close the shelter until we deem it
safe to return.

FAQ:
Why does Givebutter give me the option to tip?
Givebutter is free for organizations to use because it primarily
operates on tips from donors. Optional tips from donors allow
Givebutter to provide state-of-the-art features and world-class
customer support, all without ever sending a bill to non-profits.
Donors can opt out of providing a tip if they desire.
What volunteer role is presently most needed?
One of the goals that Bigger Vision hopes to accomplish this year is
to schedule recurring Meal Provider Volunteers for each evening of
the month (e.g. second Sunday of the month). There are currently
ten open recurring slots each month that we are hoping to fill as
soon as possible, so if you love to cook please sign up today!
Has there been shift in the timeline regarding volunteers serving dinner
indoors again?
Due to the unpredictable nature of COVID-19, and the Omicron
variant, Bigger Vision is still actively monitoring the number of local
cases before making a determination about when to allow volunteers
to serve dinner directly to guests again. We know how important this
is for our volunteers, and we are very hopeful that cases will
continue to fall as the season progresses, allowing for the potential
of indoor volunteering to resume.
Connect with us

Bigger Vision of Athens, Inc. | 706-340-6062 | Volunteer | Website


