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Bigger Vision Highlights:
Happy Holidays!
We continue to be on our guard against COVID-19, but have decided that
we can safely have group activities for up to 10 people on our lower level
from 8:00 PM — 9:00 PM. The group can extend to 9:30 PM if there is
interest among guests and volunteers to extend the session. These are
typically informal groups for those who want to play cards, a board game,
or just talk. In addition, people often socialize outside on the porch while
safely distancing themselves. What we are looking to do is add a ten
person group every night of the week that is led by a local volunteer and
geared towards a particular subject area, and we’re asking for volunteers
from the community to come in and help facilitate these groups. The
groups can be educational, recreational, spiritual, or therapeutic in
nature. Individuals or groups that are available to volunteer on a recurring
monthly schedule are certainly encouraged to speak with staff members
about signing up for a particular day of the month well in advance of the
volunteer date. These groups will always be optional, so no guest is
required to attend — many of them are exhausted and go straight to bed
after dinner is finished. Each night, staff will announce the group at
dinner time and sign up the first ten people who express interest in
attending. Presenters are more than welcome to produce informational
flyers to hand out to guests, which may help provide more information

about what topic the group will be focusing on that evening. There are a
few rules and guidelines we ask volunteers to adhere to:
1. The overall volume of the group or activities performed needs to
remain low because some guests go to bed immediately after dinner.
Speakers should also try not to be overly loud in their presentations.
2. The choice to participate in a group will always be at the discretion
of the guest. No one is permitted to persuade, coerce, or otherwise
encourage a guest to participate in a specific group activity or
session.
3. Presenters are permitted to pass out material for group participants,
but there is limited room available in the shelter to store material
for the purpose of passing it out at a later date.
4. Presenters are permitted to pass out snacks or small items to
participants.
5. For safety reasons, Bigger Vision does not want to include activities
that involve manipulating the body in some fashion, although light
movement is permitted (stretching, breathing exercises, etc.).
That’s it! If you’re interested in facilitating a group, know of someone who
is, or just have a good suggestion for an enriching group activity, please
let us know.
Thank you!
Steven J. Mason
Executive Director

Donor Spotlight of the Month:
This month, Bigger Vision would like thank Nakobe Dean of the University
of Georgia Bulldogs football team and his entire family for the generosity
they showed the guests here at the shelter during the busy week leading
up to Thanksgiving Day. The Dean family (and Mr. Derrick Floyd from Boys
& Girls Club of Athens) dedicated an entire evening to setting up in front
of the facility to hand out meals, blankets, hygiene products, and kind
words of encouragement to individuals most in need. To make the evening
even more special, the Dean family helped organize a visit from former
NFL (and UGA) defensive tackle Marcus Stroud and his family, who
dropped off an assortment of additional hygiene products that Bigger
Vision staff redistributed back to guests and other individuals experiencing
homelessness in our community.

The very next day, Nakobe visited the shelter to learn more about all of
the different ways that Bigger Vision helps support vulnerable members of
the community, including the Emergency Shelter and Abundant Life
Programs. To cap off a awesome visit, Nakobe agreed to donate $1,000 to
help support the Emergency Shelter Program, becoming Bigger Vision's
newest nightly bed sponsor!

Thank you to Nakobe, the Dean Family, the Stroud Family, and Mr.
Derrick Floyd from the Boys and Girls Club of Athens for making it such a
special week for Bigger Vision's guests, staff, and volunteers! We're so
grateful!

New (Used) Vehicle Fund
The New (Used) Vehicle Fund is
coming along nicely, but we still
need your help to reach our final
goal! This new van will be used by
Bigger Vision staff to accomplish a
number of important tasks that
would otherwise be impossible
without a functional vehicle.
Additionally, staff are able to use
the van to help transport
Abundant Life participants while they are working towards accomplishing
their goals and obtaining secure, sustainable housing. If you are interested
in donating directly to the New (Used) Vehicle Fund, please check out the

different ways you're able to donate below:
Check — If you would like for your donation to be designated for the New
Vehicle Fund, please indicate so in the memo line. Please either drop off
in-person Monday through Friday, between 9AM and 4PM, or mail to:
The Bigger Vision of Athens, Inc.,
P.O. Box 8022, Athens, GA 30603

If you're interested in donating to the
New Vehicle Fund through an online
platform, please visit our website and
donate through PayPal. You are NOT
required to have a PayPal account to
donate through this platform, a debit or
credit card is also accepted.

New Vehicle Fund donations can also be
accepted through Bigger Vision's new
Venmo account! To find us, just search
for @biggervisionofathens. Don't forget
to put New Vehicle Fund in the memo
section so your donation is properly
designated!

Volunteer Opportunities:
Bigger Vision recently increased the number of available Evening Volunteer
slots to three individuals! Both the Meal Provider and Evening Volunteer
roles are still being performed with the same precautions that have been
in place during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Individuals that are
interested in being an Evening Volunteer are encouraged to sign up early
in advance, as openings fill up quickly once posted. Sign up to become a:
Meal Provider Volunteer
In a group or individually, plan & prepare, or purchase a meal for a
minimum of 40 guests.
Deliver & drop off the meal at Bigger Vision between 5:00-5:30pm.
Usually, we would ask volunteers to serve the meal to the guests but
due to COVID-19 we ask that they only drop off the meal.
Evening Volunteer
Assisting staff with guest check-ins
Assisting guests with minor issues
Help facilitate smooth dinner process
Build relationships with guests through conversations and games
Provide encouragement and offer advice when requested

Questions?

Please don't hesitate to reach out for assistance! We are always available to help
with the volunteer sign-up process. To contact us via email, please send your
questions to fundraising.biggervision@gmail.com. To reach us by phone, dial the
shelter number at 706-340-6062 and hit extension 3.
Learn More

Opportunities for Financial Donations:
Bed Sponsorship Program: While any donation is greatly appreciated, we
have a goal of raising enough money to sponsor all of the beds for the
guests of our overnight stay program. One night’s stay includes two meals,
a shower/laundry, and any basic necessities a guest may need. Please
email Director@BiggerVisionOfAthens.org or go to our website if you are
interested in donating to one of our three commitment tiers:

Bronze Bed
Silver Bed
Sponsorship:
Sponsorship:
$20/Monthly
$250/Monthly
Commitment
Commitment
Contributions are
Contributions are
recognized with:
recognized with:
Standard magnet with
Custom magnet with
chosen name on bed & chosen name, a photo
recognition on the
op with you/your
Bigger Vision of Athens group, & recognition on
website & social media
the Bigger Vision of
*1 bed for 1 night each month*
Athens website & social
media
*1 bed for 182 nights each year*

PayPal — Using PayPal, you will be
able to contribute as a one time
donation, or as a monthly
contribution to the Bed Sponsorship
program through the link on our
website.
NOTE: You DO NOT need to create a PayPal
account to complete a one time donation
through this platform.

Gold Bed Sponsorship:
$500/Monthly
Commitment
Contributions are
recognized with:
Stand-alone custom
magnet with chosen
name & logo on bed, a
photo-op with you/your
group, &
recognition on the
Bigger Vision of Athens
website & social media
*1 bed for 365 nights each year*

Check — If your check represents a
Bed Sponsorship, please indicate so
in the memo line. Either drop them
off in-person M-F between 9am4pm, or mail it to:
The Bigger Vision of Athens, Inc.,
P.O. Box 8022, Athens, GA 30603

Venmo — We have exciting news!
Bigger Vision of Athens has recently
acquired a Venmo account. If you
are interested in donating to Bigger
Vision through this service, you can
find our organization by searching
@biggervisionofathens or scanning
the QR code provided.

Other Opportunities: If the bed sponsorship program isn’t right for you,
we appreciate one-time donations as well through the avenues listed
above. In addition, we provide the option for you to donate while also
shopping online or for your groceries:
Amazon Smile — When using
Smile.Amazon.com (instead of
Amazon.com), a percentage of
every purchase you make will be
donated to Bigger Vision of Athens
if you select our organization.

Kroger Plus — Activate Kroger
Community Rewards to donate a
percentage of every purchase you
make using your Kroger Plus card to
BVOA if you select our organization.

Creative Ways to Donate: Here are some fun ways to get your network
involved in your support of Bigger Vision!

End of Year Donation
Are you looking to make a
financial donation before
the end of the year? Help
support the guests at the
shelter by choosing Bigger
Vision of Athens as your
charity of choice!

Christmas Coat Drive
Interested in helping
collect physical items to
donate? Start a Christmas
Coat Drive and donate the
collected items to the
guests of Bigger Vision!

Donations for Christmas
Instead of asking for
physical gifts this holiday
season, consider asking
friends, family, and loved
ones to make a financial
gift to Bigger Vision in your
name!

Opportunities for Item Donations:
Amazon Registry: Our supply of
items fluctuates, so we keep a list
of items we currently need on
Amazon.
Walmart Registry for Good — Visit
our Walmart registry to see more
items the shelter is in need of,
including gift cards that can be
used for future purchases!

This month’s highest needs:

BLANKETS

Winter Coats/Jackets
Gloves
Scarves
NEW Socks
NEW Men's/Women's
Underwear
Assorted Healthy Snacks
Sugar-free for diabetic
guests

Disposable Water Bottles

COVID-19 Shelter Updates:
Beginning August 15th, Bigger Vision began
requiring guests to show proof of vaccination
before being given access to services,
including laundry, shower, and shelter
services. Guests that do not have proof of
vaccination are still able to ring the doorbell
to inquire about basic necessities, but they
are asked to put on a mask before conversing
with staff members. Guests that are not
vaccinated but are interested in doing so can
be given assistance in locating the nearest
vaccination site. Upon careful consideration of
the positive outcomes we have seen regarding
the number of guests who have chosen to be
vaccinated, Bigger Vision increased the
number of available beds from 24 to 30 on
September 9th, 2021. Up to ten guests at a
time are now permitted to use the common
space for games and other recreational
activities so long as proper distancing can still
occur.
In response to the COVID-19 crisis, we
modified our services to better serve those
experiencing homelessness in our community
including:
In line with the most recent CDC
approved COVID-19 protocol regarding
emergency shelters, we have capped our
bed capacity at 30 (a reduction from our
usual 34 guests, but up from the 24
we’ve been able to serve) to allow for
appropriate safety measures to take
place.
Offering a limited number of to-go
dinners each day.
Offering afternoon showers & laundry
from 1:00pm to 4:00pm Thursday-Sunday
by appointment.
Guests are having their temperature
checked, are asked to sanitize their
hands & are required to wear a mask.
In the case of exposure to the virus, we
will close the shelter until we deem it
safe to return.

FAQ:

Words from the
Director
"By reintroducing
distanced small group
sessions in the
evenings, we will be
able to add a wide
variety of enriching
experiences to our
guests."
 teven Mason
S
Executive Director

Upcoming Events
December 11th
Street Love Ministry
Third Giveaway Event
December 14th
New Covenant Church
Breakfast and Clothing
Giveaway
December 25th
Chestnut Hill Church
Christmas Day Lunch

What is the easiest way to sign up to facilitate a group for the guests of
Bigger Vision one evening?
If you're interested in facilitating a group of some kind during the
evening from 8:00 — 9:00, you can call the shelter at 706-340-6062
ext. 3, or email us to set up a date.
Will Bigger Vision still be open to guests and volunteers on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day?
Yes! Bigger Vision's hours of operation will not be altered during
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Like in years past, guests that stay
the night on Christmas Eve will be given the opportunity to stay
inside the shelter during Christmas Day, if they have a desire to do
so.
How do I stay caught up on the most recent news about Bigger Vision?
To stay updated on the most recent news, including updates
regarding COVID-19, future events, or volunteer opportunities, make
sure to like and follow our Facebook page!
Connect with us

Bigger Vision of Athens, Inc. | 706-340-6062 | Volunteer | Website



