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Bigger Vision Highlights:
Bigger Vision COVID-19 Shelter Restriction Changes
After much consideration, the Bigger Vision Board of Directors has decided
that the shelter can begin safely removing some of the restrictions and
precautions we have taken over the past two years to help keep our guests,
staff, and volunteers healthy during the COVID-19 pandemic.
To begin, two of the primary restrictions that WILL NOT be changed
include:
While present in the shelter, staff, guests, and volunteers must
continue to wear masks, of which there are plenty on site to
distribute if needed. Masks are not needed when outside, eating, or
sleeping.
Guests are still required to show documentation that they have had at
least one COVID-19 vaccination.
The changes that the Board of Directors have chosen to implement include:
We are now back to full census, which means that we have a total
capacity of thirty-five guests. The only exception to this is on cold
nights when the temperature is below 30 degrees, in which case we
are permitted to house an additional ten guests to stay in the
downstairs area for the night.

We are now back to serving dinner inside the building at tables
(restaurant style), including having our Meal Provider Volunteers stay
and help serve the meal to the guests.
We are back to providing shower and laundry services between the
hours of 1:00 PM and 4:00 PM, Thursday through Sunday only.
We continue to allow up to three Evening Volunteers to assist staff
and guests between the hours of 5:30 PM and 9:30 PM.
We are back to having Evening Group sessions on a wide variety of
topics between 8:00 PM and 9:30 PM each night. These are optional
for guests who are interested in the topic for that evening. Topics can
include a wide range of recreational, artistic, educational, spiritual,
religious or vocational topics. We hope to have a different group
option every night, and are still looking for volunteers to facilitate.
Finally, we often have groups put on events in our parking lot on the
weekends during lunchtime. These events are open not to just guests
but anyone experiencing homelessness in our community, and we
advertise these on flyers visible to our visitors and guests. These
events can include meals, games, giveaways of clothing or supplies,
spiritual/religious activities, or any kind of educational, vocational or
recreational event. During these events, we have staff available for
assistance, and we allow event attendees to use the restroom.
We’re very excited to see our volunteers return back inside of the shelter
to serve and interact with our guests! Thank you for continuing to support
Bigger Vision and those we serve during such a long and difficult period. If
you have any questions about these changes, please don’t hesitate to
contact us.
Steven J. Mason
Executive Director
Bigger Vision of Athens

Donor Spotlight of the Month:
Bigger Vision would like to say a special thank you Michael Doolittle and the
volunteers from the St. Mary's Healthcare System Engineering Department
that came out to grill hundreds of hamburgers and hotdogs during a chilly
Saturday afternoon! This dedicated group braved lots of cold and windy
weather to help provide warm food and generosity to those in the
community experiencing homelessness, and we're so grateful for it! As an
added bonus, this group was able to provide dinner that same evening after
one our Meal Providers had an emergency and unfortunately needed to
cancel. Thank you so much for the kindness you showed to our guests and
the community!

In addition, Bigger Vision would like to say a big thank you Ben's Brown Bag
Ministry for providing 350 donation bags for our guests this month! This
organization was started to honor a young man named Ben who tragically
died at the age of twenty-one, but was able to help save five lives through
the selfless act of organ donation. Ben had a passion for serving those
experiencing homelessness, and his namesake organization continues to do
so in a number of different ways, including the provision of donation bags to
those most in need. These bags include all non-perishable items that are
provided to guests and others experiencing homelessness upon request.
These bags are an excellent way to provide nutrition to the community
without the need for refrigeration or cooking equipment. They're also a
great reminder for those we serve that there are people and groups within
Athens that genuinely care about their health and happiness. We can't wait
to see you again next time!

AmazonSmile Charity List:

Bigger Vision has shifted from
utilizing the Amazon Wedding
Registry over to the new
AmazonSmile Charity List! This
new feature functions very
similarly to the registry, and
allows our donors to purchase items that the shelter is most in need of, and
then ship them directly to our facility. This is an easy way for donors to
provide physical items without having to drive to the shelter to drop them
off in person. Additionally, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price
of each item directly to the shelter, at no added cost!

Bigger Vision Instagram:
Bigger Vision is now on Instagram! Make sure
to follow our new account to help spread the
word about all of the work that Bigger Vision
does for individuals experiencing
homelessness and the Athens-Clarke County
community.

Note About ACC Tent Encampment:
The Athens-Clarke County funded tent encampment recently opened this
past month. Moving forward, Bigger Vision will no longer be working directly
with the camp to provide shower and laundry services to residents.
Encampment residents are still more than welcome to schedule these
services with Bigger Vision on an independent basis by contacting the
shelter directly at (706)-340-6062, or by stopping by the facility and
inquiring in person.

Volunteer Opportunities:
Bigger Vision is back to having volunteers serve meals to our
guests indoors! Meal Provider's can now choose between coming inside to
serve our guests directly, or dropping the meal off to be served by staff and
Evening Volunteers as we have done during the past two years. We
understand that everyone's schedules are different, and we feel that
providing this choice will give more of our supporters an opportunity to
provide dinner for our guests. Meal Provider's will be asked to wear masks
while present inside of the facility and interacting with staff, guests, and
other volunteers. Sign up to become a:
Meal Provider Volunteer
In a group or individually, plan & prepare, or purchase a meal for a
minimum of 40 guests.
Deliver & drop off the meal at Bigger Vision between 5:00-5:30pm OR
Arrive between 5:30 and 5:45 to set up the meal and begin serving

dinner between 6:00 and 6:15.
OPEN APRIL DATES FOR MEAL PROVIDER VOLUNTEER
April 6th
April 7th
April 8th
April 13th
April 20th
April 27th
April 29th
Evening Volunteer
Assisting staff with guest check-ins
Assisting guests with minor issues
Help facilitate smooth dinner process
Build relationships with guests through conversations and games
Provide encouragement and offer advice when requested
Evening Sessions
Provide an enriching experience for up to ten individuals that can
cover any number of topics including, but not limited to:
Financial Literacy
Health/Wellness
Coping Strategies
Religious Groups
Local Services
Recreation/Hobbies
Education/Skill Building
To sign up for an evening session, please reach out to our director, Steven
Mason, at director@biggervisionofathens.org.
Questions?
Please don't hesitate to reach out for assistance! We are always available to
help with the volunteer sign-up process. To contact us via email, please
send your questions to development@biggervisionofathens.org. To reach us
by phone, dial the shelter number at 706-340-6062 and hit extension 3.
Learn More

Opportunities for Financial Donations:
Bed Sponsorship Program: While any donation is greatly appreciated, we
have a goal of raising enough money to sponsor all of the beds for the
guests of our overnight stay program. One night’s stay includes two meals,
a shower/laundry, and any basic necessities a guest may need. Please email
Director@BiggerVisionOfAthens.org or go to our website if you are
interested in donating to one of our three commitment tiers:

Bronze Bed
Silver Bed
Sponsorship:
Sponsorship:
$20/Monthly
$250/Monthly
Commitment
Commitment
Contributions are
Contributions are
recognized with:
recognized with:
Standard magnet with
Custom magnet with
chosen name on bed & chosen name, a photo
recognition on the
op with you/your group,
Bigger Vision of Athens
& recognition on the
website & social media Bigger Vision of Athens
*1 bed for 1 night each month*
website & social media
*1 bed for 182 nights each year*

Gold Bed Sponsorship:
$500/Monthly
Commitment
Contributions are
recognized with:
Stand-alone custom
magnet with chosen
name & logo on bed, a
photo-op with you/your
group, &
recognition on the
Bigger Vision of Athens
website & social media
*1 bed for 365 nights each year*

Givebutter — Using Givebutter, you will be able to
contribute as a one time donation, or as a monthly
contribution to the Bed Sponsorship program through
the portal on our website or by scanning the QR code
provided.

Check — If your check represents a Bed Sponsorship, please indicate so in
the memo line. Either drop them off in-person M-F between 9am-4pm, or
mail it to:

The Bigger Vision of Athens, Inc.,
P.O. Box 8022, Athens, GA 30603
Other Opportunities: If the bed sponsorship program isn’t right for you, we
appreciate one-time donations as well through the avenues listed above. In
addition, we provide the option for you to donate while also shopping
online or for your groceries:
Amazon Smile — When using
Smile.Amazon.com (instead of
Amazon.com), a percentage of every
purchase you make will be donated
to Bigger Vision of Athens if you
select our organization.

Kroger Plus — Activate Kroger
Community Rewards to donate a
percentage of every purchase you
make using your Kroger Plus card to
BVOA if you select our organization.

Creative Ways to Donate: Here are some fun ways to get your network

involved in your support of Bigger Vision!

Meal Provider
Easter Donation
Come serve a meal
Help celebrate the
spirit of Easter this year directly to our guests!
by donating to Bigger Take this time to speak
with them, offer
Visions' Bed Sponsorship
insight, and show that
Program and help
you care.
support our guests!

Service Donation
Are you a trained
professional that can
offer their skills to help
Bigger Vision and our
guests? Please reach
out and let us know so
we can talk more about
it!

Opportunities for Item Donations:
AmazonSmile Charity List: Our
supply of items fluctuates, so we
keep a list of items we currently
need on Amazon.
Walmart Registry for Good — Visit
our Walmart registry to see more
items the shelter is in need of,
including gift cards that can be used
for future purchases!

This month’s highest needs:

PONCHOS
LOTION
NEW SOCKS
RAZORS
DEODORANT

Assorted Snacks
Disposable Water Bottles

COVID-19 Shelter Updates:
As previously mentioned, Bigger Vision's Board
of Directors has recently agreed to shift back
towards more normal operating procedures
regarding the dangers presented by COVID-19.
In an effort to continue placing the health and
safety of guests, volunteers, and staff as a top
priority, the board has determined that some
existing precautions will continue to remain in
place. These precautions include:
Guests are asked to provide proof of at
least one COVID-19 vaccination.
Guests are having their temperature
checked, are asked to sanitize their hands
& are required to wear a mask.
Volunteers are asked to wear a mask
while inside of the facility and interacting
with guests.
In the case of exposure to the virus, we

Upcoming Events
April 2nd
Athens Outreach Lunch
and Hygiene Giveaway
Event
April 14th
DPH COVID-19 Vaccine
Clinic
April 16th
Street Love Ministries
Giveaway Event

will close the shelter until we deem it
safe to return.

FAQ:
What clothing items does Bigger Vision NOT accept?
Bigger Vision asks that donors refrain from dropping off previously
worn underwear, or any clothing that is significantly damaged or
destroyed.
Will Bigger Vision's hours change now that the weather is warming up?
No, Bigger Vision's hours of operation are unaffected by the change in
season. The shelter will remain open year-round to continue assisting
those in need.
Do Meal Provider's need to show proof of vaccination to serve inside of the
facility?
No, volunteers WILL NOT be required to show proof of vaccination
status before coming inside to serve. Bigger Vision does ask volunteers
to continue wearing a mask in an effort to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19 and other airborne illnesses.
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